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NIV
45 Minutes 

Just Who Are You Trying to Please?
1 John 2:15-17
Topic:
Satisfaction in life

Subject:
Physical, social, or material appetites do not ultimately provide satisfaction

Complement:
since true satisfaction is found only in serving God—making an eternal impact on the world.

Purpose:
The listeners will commit their lives to pursuing spiritual, eternal goals rather than physical, temporal goals.

Introduction

1.
Everyone wants fulfillment.  All people are striving for fulfillment in one way or another—especially Singaporeans!

a.
Singapore wants to have the world’s busiest seaport, the top airline in the industry, the best airport in the world (and the only one with a swimming pool!), the highest paid politicians on the globe, the most productive workers in the world.  Why?  Having these things is the path to fulfillment.

b.
At the education level everyone wants to get the highest grades to enter NUS and the competition is fierce.  Why?  The best schools lead to the most fulfilling lives!

c.
So what do I think of all this?  

2.
Wanting to be fulfilled is not wrong.

a.
Really I can identify with this since when I was choosing a seminary I chose to go to the one that I perceived to be the best in the world!

b.
I think the drive for fulfillment is a God-given drive!  He showed us that He too wants us to be fulfilled by sending His only Son to die for us!  

c.
John 10:10 says…

3.
How do people think they can be fulfilled?  

a.
Sunday night our family watched the teenage TV show “Contact” in which the host asked several teens whether they felt satisfied in life.  The answers were interesting: 

1)
One young man said, “Oh, yes, I passed my ‘A’ levels so I’m happy.”  Many students feel that genuine fulfillment comes from passing “O” levels and especially “A” levels.  

2)
Another, a girl, said, “Well, I got a lot of satisfaction from lying to my parents.  I’d tell them I was going to study at the library and then go out with my girlfriends.  It was great!”

3)
One girl said, “I think the government has provided many opportunities for us.”

4)
I came away thinking, “Wow!  I’m so glad my fulfillment isn’t wrapped up in exam grades, partying, or what the government does for me!”

b.
Most businessmen want to have an inner satisfaction that the company is better off because they put in mega hours.

c.
Many feel that satisfaction in life comes through pleasure.  Perhaps you’ve heard the Schlitz Beer slogan that I heard hundreds of times growing up in America: “You only go around once in life so you gotta grab for all the gusto you can”!  Many Singaporeans are pursuing satisfaction at the nightclub, at the Turf Club and at the golf club!

d.
Others feel that fulfillment comes through an important position.  One Singaporean I know is in charge of investing the government’s money.  It’s his job to make sure that the taxes paid here gain the highest return.  How would you like to have this job?  Pretty fulfilling, right?  Yes—in people’s eyes, but not in the sight of God!

4.
Well, then, how do you really make a lasting impact on the world?  

a.
You make an impact on your company by loving it.

b.
You make an impact on your family by loving them.

c.
You make an impact on your country by loving it.

d.
You make an impact on the world by not loving it.  Rather, you love God instead!

5.
You see, real fulfillment is found in loving and serving God—not the world (Main Idea).

6.
This morning we are going to look at two sides of the same “coin of fulfillment”: the negative and the positive.  

a.
First, negatively, why is loving the world not the path to fulfillment?  

b.
And second, how can my life be fulfilled?

7.
The answer to this first question is found in 1 John 2:15-17…

I.
Real fulfillment is not in serving the world (1 John 2:15-17a).  


[There exist three reasons why satisfaction in life is not found in temporal things.]  


The Apostle John tells us “do not love the world or anything in the world” (2:15a) and then gives reasons why believers shouldn’t love the world.

A.
Loving the world means that God’s love is not controlling you (2:15b).

1.
The “world” referred to here is “mankind organized in rebellion against God” (Marshall).

2.
Still God loves the sinful world and His love is the most powerful force in the universe.

3.
When one loves the world he can’t tap into God’s love.

B.
Worldly things aren’t God’s priorities (2:16).  


[We need to get excited about what God gets excited about!]

Description
Meaning
Temptation of Eve

“Cravings of sinful man”
Ungodly bodily desires
“Good for food”


Can’t blame on Satan (James 1:14)



Non-marital sexual appetites, gluttony, etc.

“Lust of the eyes”
Greed
“Pleasing to the eye”



Coveting—10th commandment


Our 2 houses, 2 boats, 2 properties, 7 cars



Newspaper collector gave Kurt 30¢



Turf Club—SSO $4 million, traffic jams

“Boasting of what he has and does”
Pride
“Desirable for gaining wisdom”



Boasting of occupation, position, 



Pride over worldly advantages in June and December
C.
Worldly things and desires don’t last (2:17a).

1.
Screwtape told Wormwood, “Get them to think that the things they can feel and touch are real but the nonmaterial things or spiritual elements are ‘subjective’ and thus aren’t very important…” (Screwtape Letters, 154 paraphrased).

2.
Realities of the 2 houses, 2 boats, 2 properties, 7 cars!

3.
Del Monte/Xerox interview story

(So we’ve seen in verses 15-16 that the world can’t provide the lasting fulfillment that we all seek.  Notice that the end of the verse 17 that the answer is given to where true satisfaction is found…)

II.
Real fulfillment is in serving God in the unique way He’s planned for us (1 John 2:17b).


[The only way you will be genuinely be fulfilled in life is by accomplishing the purpose for which God sent you.]

A.
Real fulfillment comes from investing your life into three things that will outlast this life!

1.
God: if He wasn’t eternal then He wouldn’t be God!

2.
God’s Word: “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away” (Luke 21:33).

3.
People (elaborate on Revelation 7:9)

(But how can we invest ourselves in God, God’s Word, and people?  What specifically does God expect us to do?  How can you and I “do the will of God” as John says?)

B.
God has a unique plan for you to invest in eternal things that is related to your spiritual gift.

1.
A spiritual gift is a God-given ability to serve other believers (1 Cor. 12:7-11).

2.
Every Christian has a spiritual gift to use in ministry (1 Cor. 12:7, 11, 18).

3.
God wants us to know and use our gift(s) for Him (1 Pet. 4:10-11).

a.
I will share a bit more about the specific spiritual gifts tomorrow morning.

b.
What I want to communicate now is simply this…

Conclusion
1.
Genuine satisfaction comes not from serving the world but from serving God (MI).

2.
But how can you serve God more fully?

a.
Evaluate why you want to do what you want to do.  What’s your motive in life?

1)
Why are you or why do you want to be an engineer, a lawyer, a clerk, a businessman, an office worker, a doctor, a factory worker, or whatever?  

2)
Do your present occupational goals maximize your time to invest your life in things that really last?

3)
Does your present occupation make the best use of your time to invest in knowing God and His Word, as well as investing in the eternal destinies of people?

b.
Know and use your spiritual gift for His glory.

1)
Here’s your homework assignment for your small groups: complete the Spiritual Gifts Inventory and Worksheet by tomorrow morning.

2)
This is really important since at tomorrow morning’s session I’ll discuss what these scores mean and you will discuss them in small groups.

3.
One or more of the following:

a.
MATERIALISM instead of family priorities

b.
MATERIALISM not experienced by one who views himself as a pilgrim on earth

c.
RAPTURE inevitable though not foreseeable or believed

